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The Role of SCAR 
(in boosting the regional 
bioeconomies in the CEE countries)



• The Standing Committee on Agricultural 
Research (SCAR) was established in 1974.

• Re-launched in 2005, SCAR has grown to 
become a respected source of advice on 
European agricultural and wider bioeconomy
research

• Major catalyst for the coordination of 
national research programmes

• SCAR currently represents 37 different 
countries, the members being ministries (or 
other organisations such as research councils) 
from all EU Member States, with Candidate 
and Associated Countries as observers.

http://europa.eu/eur-lex/lex/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31974R1728:EN:HTML


https://scar-europe.org/



• Foresight Group

• One of SCAR’s main activities is
horizon scanning through foresight
studies.

• The ‘Foresight Group’ governs the
execution of relevant studies.

• Activities may include review of other
ongoing studies, scenario building,
research prioritisation, etc.), to
organize meetings (workshops,
seminars, conferences) and to
publicize outcomes.

• Plenary Meeting

• The plenary meeting brings together
delegates from all EU Member States,
candidate Member States and states
associated to the EU.

• This is the ‘governing body’, deciding
on the creation of dedicated working
groups and any other initiative
proposed by the Commission and/or
the SCAR Steering Group.

• Draft policy papers prepared by
smaller working groups, are
discussed in the Plenary which then
decides on further actions.

https://scar-europe.org/



Only title W SWG and CWG

• Strategic Working Group (SWG)

• In more recent years dedicated
subgroups have been established to
discuss strategic matters.

• Today these groups have focused on
formulating research policy advice on
issues such as the

• SCAR Bioeconomy),

• (SCAR Fish),

• SCAR AKIS),

• SCAR Food Systems

• SCAR Forest) and

• SCAR ARCH).

• Collaborative Working Groups (CWG)

• SCAR Collaborative Working Groups have
been an important SCAR instrument
since 2005.

• These are fora where members wish to
discuss matters of common interest in a
specific research area, with a view to a
possible multilateral collaboration
between funders of research.

• This allows the building of trust,
common ways of working, and the
development of common research
agendas. In the past, many of these
CWGs have evolved into ERA-Nets.













‘European Strategies Documents’ https://scar-europe.org/index.php/home-scar/documents/european-strategies-documents

https://scar-europe.org/index.php/home-scar/documents/european-strategies-documents










Sharing National Strategies for Bioecnomy



https://www.scar-swg-sbgb.eu/



Source: SCAR SG meeting, 22/10/2020, Alexandros Theodoridis

Workshop with MS on National Strategic Plans for CAP 

Objective: Provide advice on the creation of NSPs for the reformed 
CAP Activity: Exchange best practices for the inclusion of 
Bioeconomy in the creation of NSPs during a workshop

Deliverables: Policy document with recommendations and best 
practice examples

Current status: 2 rounds of questionnaires with group to collect best 
practices, synthesis paper of first round circulated. Virtual 
workshop planned for end of Nov / early Dec with group members 
(and DG AGRI?; BBI SRG?) output: policy paper 

SCAR Bioeconomy
Strategic Working Group



Source: SCAR SG meeting, 22/10/2020, Alexandros 
Theodoridis

Indicators for monitoring of the Bioeconomy 

Objective: Support the identification of indicators for BE 
monitoring adapted to the needs of MS 

Activity: Support the JRC in the development of a set of 
indicators for Bioeconomy monitoring; collect 
suggestions and needs of MS through questionnaires 
and during workshop(s)

Deliverables:Technical note

Current status: Participation in JRC CoP workshop in June, 
input from MS and through the MontBioecostudy

JRC will refine this work in the next 2 years, new 
challenges for harmonisation of bioeconomy indicators 
at MS level may be proposed by BSW.

SCAR Bioeconomy
Strategic Working Group



Source: SCAR SG meeting, 22/10/2020, Alexandros 
Theodoridis

Plans for 2021: collaboration with BBI / CBE 
SRG on at least one of the following topics:

• strategic actions for the implementation of 
the action plan of the EU Bioeconomy 
Strategy

• strategic actions for Bioeconomy in the 
frame of the EGD

• stronger involvement of primary producers 
in the Bioeconomy

• input for the mapping of national activities 

SCAR Bioeconomy
Strategic Working Group



European Strategies for the Bioeconomy

- Articulated and common policies;
- Sharing experiences and knowledge
- Science and Innovation is key
- Engagement of all stakeholders: 

- Industries from all sectors, 
- Consumer choices;
- Global, local, SMEs, Micro/Micro-Enterprise
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