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The experience: a kick in a back is
also a step forward

- Bioeconomy perceived as something imposed rather than an option to grow

- Comfortable with the abundance of biomass in the macro-region

- Low priority at the political agenda

- Advanced research community in bio-based fields

- Absence of clusters but with individual champions in the novel bio-based 
industries

- Policy makers lagging “too complex”                    +

= 

Positive options of bioeconomy 
have to be presented in a way that 

is understood by policy makers!

How can we get more value-added
of the current biomass streams?

How to upscale the national
priorities into EU policy

frameworks?

How to indentify and support
national champions?

Where to start?

Despite the funding and political support available, all bioeconomies and individual sectors of the BIOEAST 
are performing lower value added than the EU average. 



Sustainable & Circular: Bioeconomy 
the European way

“The bioeconomy covers all sectors and systems that rely on biological resources (animals, plants, 
micro-organisms and derived biomass, including organic waste), their functions and principles. 

It includes and interlinks: land and marine ecosystems and the services they provide; all primary 
production sectors that use and produce biological resources (agriculture, forestry, fisheries and 
aquaculture); and all economic and industrial sectors that use biological resources and processes to 
produce food, feed, bio-based products, energy and services.

To be successful, the European bioeconomy needs to have sustainability and circularity at its heart. 

This will drive the renewal of our industries, the modernisation of our primary production systems, 
the protection of the environment and will enhance biodiversity.”

the EU bioeconomy definition

Is that climate 
change adaptation?

Is that increased 
competitiveness? 

A kick start for IT 
sector?

A lucrative topic for 
digitalisation?

Being competitive with producing and 
consuming less!? 

Modernisation of 
traditional sectors?! 

Merging work of 
different ministries!? 



Statistical evidence based bioeconomy 
policy: the BIOEAST way 
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How to align national priorities with 
the EU vision? 

• Where is bioeconomy in the EU Green Deal?



Position in the global value chains: 
where is “the perfect position” of your 
country? Can bioeconomy help?

Note: Solid red lines refer to the means for all 
countries, and the dashed red line refers to the means 

of the CEE countries.
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Climate change: what is at stake in HR?

• bio-based products currently
• generate ~1/3 of gross value added from manufactured goods;
• employ ~20% of the total active persons
• Emit 43% of the total GHG emissions, if looked at AEA
• 2/3 of wood based bioeconomy is exported

• HR average farmer is 65+, has 5.5 ha and has “practical” farming education
• Nature based tourism contributes with ~ 20%* or 11.4 %* to the GDP
• Natura 2000 covers ~30% of territory

• Emerging companies, research and local initiatives with circular and 
sustainable bio-based profile: individual initiatives 

*National statistics * *Tourism Satellite account (2016



This is how transition to circular and 
sustainable bioeconomy can help HR
• New varieties, infrastructure, business models to adapt to climate changes

• Biomass of good quality: aiming towards higher value bio-based product with 
less quantity

• Tailoring schemes for the existing bioeconomy players to pick up with 
innovations

• Synergy with „industry strategy” in bio-based and potentially bio-based
industries: how to support existing bioeconomy champions to benefit from the 
low carbon footprint?

• Prioritize bio-based sector in decarbonisation strategy: switch to renewables in 
energy, transport and storage or find new solutions

• Overview of labour force to investigate the needs for synergies with 
„educational & demographics strategy”:

• Biomass is renewable but limited source at the time: where we can get most of 
it?



The Bioeconomy has a huge potential for…



Statistical evidence based bioeconomy 
policy options for Croatia





2050: a sustainable, carbon-neutral 
society
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Conclusions: one step forward, two
steps back
• Conclusions: one step forward, two steps back

• Encourages strategic thinking that bioeconomy topic demands 
concerted policy and is not an issue of a single ministry

• Identifying stakeholders groups

• Identifying where to start from in the post-COVID19 economy

• The BIOEAST approach towards statistical evidence provides 
reasonable options for transition to bioeconomy

Reasonable ≠ attractive 
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